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Doing Life Together pt.1 (Nothing Is More Important Than Relationships) 

 

Show Life Group promo video 

These are a few testimonies of what if means to some of our church family to be a part of a Life 
Group… 

Small groups, we call them Life Groups, are a way to build good solid friendships within the 
church…My wife and I have been leading a group for several years and we have some of our 
best friends we meet with a couple times a month…Tonight at 6pm! 

If you do not attend a Life Group I strongly recommend you check one out, we have a directory 
of them at the Next Step table and welcome center.  

Today we are starting a new series titled, “Doing Life Together.” 

Throughout this series we will be promoting our Life Groups and what it means to live a life full 
of abundant relationships. 

The more we learn about God by reading His word the more we find out that we were created to 
be in relationships… 

And there’s something comforting about having a close friend, or a group of close friends. 

But, let’s face it, sustaining close friendships can oftentimes be hard work. 

How many times have those you’re close with fallen short of the expectations you’ve set for 
people?  

Something happens, we get offended, our feelings get hurt, something was said that we didn’t 
agree with, and we no longer trust, or want to be around that person anymore. 

With that being said, today, we’re going to look at the value Jesus places on relationships. 

We’re going to read a passage from Mark 12…This is an interesting story because the religious 
leaders are trying to trap Jesus with some theological questions and they end up asking Him a 
question about an Old Testament commandment… 

READ Mark 12: 28-34 

Jesus gives a very simple answer to the scribe. Jesus says the first commandment is, “To love 
God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.” 

Ok, I can do that! For everything God has done for me that’s easy…I love you God with 
everything my very being has to offer!!! 

But then, Jesus says, “And the second is this, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself. There is 
no other commandment greater than these.” 

I wonder how many of us tend to gloss over this second part…Love my neighbor as myself??? 

This is a very powerful statement about what God places a high value on. 

Jesus just said, nothing is more important than relationships!  
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Our relationship with God and our relationship with other people. 

Did you catch how Jesus tied those two together by saying, “And the second, like it, is this.”  

What He is saying is that there is no distinction between the two commandments…They are one!! 

You see, loving God and loving our neighbor is the same thing…They cannot be separated! 

We cannot do one and not do the other…We cannot say that we love God and treat people 
poorly! 

From the very beginning of creation the message about the importance of relationships is woven 
throughout God’s Word. 

God created mankind so He could have a relationship with His creation…Mankind is the only 
living creature God communes with! 

And while hanging out with Adam He realized it wasn’t good for man to be alone. 

In Genesis 1:18 God said, “It is not good that man should be alone; I will make a helper 
comparable to him.” 

If a person lives their life and misses out on healthy relationships, they are missing out on the 
very reason God created them for! 

It all starts with a healthy relationship with God… 

The main reason Jesus came to this earth was to offer the opportunity for all people to establish 
a relationship with God…Which had been broken by sin. 

And Jesus came to show us how to enjoy a new way of relating to God and others. 

When the scribe/lawyer asked Jesus this question, he was in a place that many people find 
themselves in… 

He wanted to know, “How do I please God?” 

The religious leaders of Jesus’ day found 613 commandments in the OT Scriptures; 248 (Do’s) 
were positive and 365 (Do not’s) were negative…If you do this, that will happen, or if you do that, 
this will happen. 

How would we go about our day keeping 613 commandments in mind for God to be pleased 
with us? We can’t!!!  

It will drive a person crazy making sure they are on the positive side of God’s acceptance!! 

Maybe you’re here today because you fall in this category…Maybe you’re thinking my bad deeds 
outweigh my good deeds so it would be in my best interest to go to church today. 

I have good news for you!! All the bad deeds on this earth cannot outweigh God’s unconditional 
love for us!!! 

Ephesians 2:4,5 – God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 
even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (By grace you have 
been saved). 
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This poor scribe is so busy making sure he’s on God’s good list and along comes Jesus and 
says, “Listen, the most important thing is to love God and love other people…” 

If we want to have good healthy relationships it all starts with a good relationship with God! 

It is out of this love God has for us, and we have for Him, that will create within us the ability to 
love all people! 

This isn’t always easy, but if we love God will all our being, then we will listen to the words of 
Jesus from John 15:12 when He tells us to, “…Love one another as I have loved you.” 

Only in Christ Jesus can the purpose of creation be achieved… 

Because a healthy relationship with others is the evidence of our relationship with God!  

Our relationship with God mirrors our relationships with people! 

If we don’t have a healthy relationship with our Creator, then it’s no wonder why we don’t have 
healthy relationships with other people. 

Let’s face it, we’ve all been hurt by someone at one time or another, and sometimes those hurts 
are deep! 

My advice to you is not to allow those hurts to rule your life and to keep you from getting close to 
another person… 

We all have to have someone that we allow into our lives…Someone who can help us when hard 
times come our way. 

It’s also good to have someone to share life’s joys with!! 

This is what gives meaning to being a part of a Life Group. 

Also, it’s no surprise that people can cause some friction from time to time… 

But, if we get it into our hearts how much Jesus loves us then we should have that same 
unconditional love to offer others… 

Galatians 5:14, 15 – For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even this: “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.” But if you bite and devour one another, beware lest you be consumed by 
one another! 

I made up my mind years ago that I wasn’t going to allow the friction of people to rule my life… 

This outlook has made for healthier relationships, and it’s also helped me to see people through 
the eyes of Jesus! 

The unconditional love He has for me is what I want to extend to others. 
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In Closing: 

Being a part of a Life Group is a good way to develop healthy relationships. 

And developing healthy relationships is a lifelong commitment that will become an adventure. 

No matter who or what is important to us it is essential for a good healthy life to put God first… 

Make it a point to focus on the good things He’s done for us, receive the love He has to offer, 
and give it back in return… 

By doing so it will help us understand the importance of loving others in the same manner Jesus 
loves us. 

Because after all, we are all created in God’s image, and the way we treat others is the way we 
are treating Him. 

 

Amen!  

 


