
Doing Life Together

Questions 
Taken from 1 Thessalonians 1:2-6

When the Apostle Paul wrote to the church in Thessalonica, he wrote as he would to a loving family. He 
wrote from the heart of their labor of love, of their works of faith and of their patience of hope in following 
Jesus. 

Consider, if the Apostle Paul were to write to our church to us as believers, what might he say of us? What are 
some of our strengths? What are some of our areas of weakness?

He also commended them in paying close attention to him while he had been in their midst, writing, “If you 
imitative us,you imitate the Master.”

Questions:

Do you believe we imitate Jesus? What are some easy ways we can and should imitate Jesus? What might 
some harder ones be?

What do you think the Apostle Paul was referring to when he wrote in verses 5-6 (taken from the Message 
Bible), “Although great trouble accompanied the Word, you were able to take great joy from the Holy Spirit, 
taking the trouble with the joy, and the joy with trouble.” 

Can we make the same claims? Have we been able to be joyful during moments or seasons or trouble? Can 
you share an example or two of such times? What must we do if we are going to remain strong when future 
trials find us?

The Thessalonica church had acquired an impressive reputation in other provinces of “echoing the Master’s 
Word.” The Apostle Paul proclaimed, “...the news of your faith in God is out...you are the message!”

Questions:

What kind of reputation do you think our church has within our community? What have you done person-
ally or what might you do in the days to come to improve that reputation? Do you believe we are a strong, 
unified body of believers? If so, what do you credit? How can we improve?


