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Introduction 
 

Today we are going to continue with our sermon series, “Doing Life Together.” Last week Chip talked 
about the importance of relationships and how having a relationship with God and having a relationship 
with people always go together.  
 
The other day as I was preparing for this message, I received an email from Google. “Paul, here’s your 
2018 Timeline. See the places you’ve visited in 2018.” I opened the email and realized that Google has 
been keeping a detailed record of my location history. Not only have they been recording my location 
data, but they had also put together an interactive platform where I could explore my location history 
and see where I spent most of my time. I could review my trips and see the details of each day. At first, I 
was a little freaked out by this, but I soon realized how useful this information can be to have.  

Here is a quick snap shot of my 2018 location history. (Show image my 2018 Journeys). Google even 
shows you the most visited places in your location history. Besides home, work, and the church, my top 
places were apparently the gym, Menards, home depot, Kroger, Easton, the park, and somehow 
McDonalds. I don’t know how that ended up there. It’s amazing to see the history of a whole year a life 
summarized so simply. This data didn’t mean that much to me at first glance, but as I prepared for this 
message, I realized that this information was showing me a glimpse of my mission field. The places I go 
the most and spend the most time. Ultimately these places represent the people I interact with daily, 
and over a years’ time. It really got me thinking about all the places I go and the hundreds of casual 
interactions and friendships I have with people in these locations. This data represents thousands of 
different relationships.  

Today we are going to looking at Paul’s missionary journey. Paul took many missionary journeys over his 
life. (Show image of Paul’s Missionary Journeys). Here you can see the many different journeys that Paul 
went on in his life. It is Paul’s location history if you will. This is about 3 years of Paul’s location history. 
Obviously, this isn’t Google data, it is recorded in the book of Acts. You can see that Paul traveled quite a 
bit and stopped in a lot of cities over that time period. One of these cities that Paul stopped in on his 
second missionary journey was Thessalonica. The length of time Paul stayed in Thessalonica is not exact, 
but it was at least a few months.  
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Body 
Paul’s love for the Thessalonians 

We are going to be looking at the letters Paul wrote back to the friends he made in 
Thessalonica. These letters give us a glimpse into the relationship that Paul had with these 
people. In these letters that Paul wrote, you can see his heart to the people he met in this city. 
His words are poetic and full of beautiful encouragement. Paul loved these people. You can just 
feel it as you read. Just listen to his words here in the message version translation.   

1 Thessalonians 1:2-6 The Message (MSG) 

Convictions of Steel 

2-5 Every time we think of you, we thank God for you. Day and night you’re in our prayers as 
we call to mind your work of faith, your labor of love, and your patience of hope in following 
our Master, Jesus Christ, before God our Father. It is clear to us, friends, that God not only 
loves you very much but also has put his hand on you for something special. When the 
Message we preached came to you, it wasn’t just words. Something happened in you. The 
Holy Spirit put steel in your convictions. 

Thessalonians imitation of Paul 

Paul spent time with these people. He lived with them, worked with them, hung out with them. 
I image they did most everything together. He spent enough time with them that they began to 
imitate Paul’s life.  

5-6 You paid careful attention to the way we lived among you, and determined to live that 
way yourselves. In imitating us, you imitated the Master. Although great trouble accompanied 
the Word, you were able to take great joy from the Holy Spirit!—taking the trouble with the 
joy, the joy with the trouble. 

You ever notice how people can begin to imitate the people they hang around with? People who 
spend time together slowly begin to behave similarly. I have seen this happen in many ways. 
Much like my 1-year old little boy. There are times where I can see he is watching me very 
closely. I am his example for better or worse. He imitates my behavior. Knowing this I obviously 
try to be cautious of my behavior and teach him how to handle himself respectfully and more 
importantly at his age, how not to hurt himself.  

Another way I have witnessed this is when I used to lead Young life in the Southeast area of 
Columbus. It was so fun to get to see young guys in high school begin their involvement in young 
life as shy and unsure and slowly over the next few years of coming to club and fall weekend 
trips, summer camps, bible studies, frizzby golf outings, they began molding into a life style of 
Christian fellowship. If you spend enough time with a young student, you get to see how an 
atmosphere of unconditional love can allow them to grow and mold into who God has made 
them to be. Eventually there would come this point where they would decide if they too wanted 
to devote themselves to following Christ the way there leaders do.  
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Thessalonians imitation of Paul Continued 

For me this didn’t happen until I was a freshman in college. I remember I had been coming to 
young life for over a year and I was on my first overnight retreat with the Young Life leaders 
(Great Wolf Lodge – Leader Weekend Jan. 2011). I was standing in a room of about 1,000 
college age Christ following believers. We were singing praise songs to Jesus. In the middle of a 
song I decided right there that I wanted to be a part of this movement of people. They were the 
coolest, most loving, beautiful bunch of people I had ever met. They loved Jesus so well, and the 
beauty of their fellowship together reflected this love. I devoted that night to follow Jesus, to 
pursue him the way I saw these people pursuing him.  

That is what was happening in Thessalonica when Paul, Silas and Timothy were visiting them. 
They saw the same love in them that I saw in the group of young believers.  

Part of the pursuit of the Young Life believers was a desire to share the gospel of Jesus with high 
schoolers. A call to action to go out into the surrounding schools and spend time with younger 
kids. Go to the football, baseball, soccer, track, wrestling, performance events, go to where the 
students were and spend time with them, get to know them, invite them to young life, and 
teach them about Jesus.  

The act of going out to share the gospel of Jesus with, our time, our energy, our money, and our 
hearts with these young kids, was not only a fulfilling experience, but also a unifying incubator 
for friendships between the leaders. We formed beautiful relationships with one another as 
leaders and laborers in a mission for Christ. We would often say to one another “It is a pleasure 
to labor in Christ with you.” Partially because it sounded funny buy also because we were 
serious about what we were doing.  

Overtime we began to imitate each other and grow together more Christlike.  

Young life in the Church 

I want to briefly talk about the relationship between Young Life and Vineyard Community 
Church. If you haven’t noticed or been around to see one of the many paint wars, or bonfires we 
have had behind the church, they are quite the site. This last one had to be the most kids I have 
ever seen on our church property. If hundreds on teenagers covered in paint doesn’t scream 
Jesus, then I don’t know what does.  
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The Impact of the Thessalonian Church 

Maybe it was because they were having huge paint wars, dance parties, going on awesome 
camp retreats to learn about Jesus or maybe just their overall carless freedom in Christ but is 
was It becomes apparent that news of the Thessalonians was spreading throughout the region 
of Macedonia. The news of their faith has gotten out.  
 
1 Thessalonians 1:7-10 The Message (MSG) 

7-10 Do you know that all over the provinces of both Macedonia and Achaia believers look up 
to you? The word has gotten around. Your lives are echoing the Master’s Word, not only in the 
provinces but all over the place. The news of your faith in God is out. We don’t even have to 
say anything anymore—you’re the message!  

When people do life together others take notice. I believe that is because there is a hunger in 
everyone’s heart to really connect with people. That is what was happening in this church in 
Thessalonica and people were taking notice. Their life became the Gospel message.  

The Change in the Thessalonians heart  

What exactly were people talking about with these Greeks? Why was it so world changing? 

People come up and tell us how you received us with open arms, how you deserted the dead 
idols of your old life so you could embrace and serve God, the true God. They marvel at how 
expectantly you await the arrival of his Son, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who 
rescued us from certain doom. 

These Greeks were so welcoming of Paul and his friends and served them while they stayed by 
letting them stay in their home and eat their food. They talked of how they turned away from 
their idolatrous way of living and started living for Jesus! They talked about how these people 
were praising Jesus and waiting for his return in expectant hearts.  This was a huge change is 
these people. Their world was flipping upside down, and it make a huge impact in the 
surrounding cities. The church of Thessalonian was growing and vibrant.  

 The image of who Christ is was being displayed to the world through this body of believers.  

Paul is grateful to have has the opportunity 

In the second chapter Paul Continues his letter by talking about how grateful he was to have 
been able to spend time with them. He assures them that his visit with them was of the most 
genuine desire and he was honored to not only to have had the privilege of share the gospel of 
Jesus with them, but to also have been able to share the fullness of his heart and life.  

He explains how sad he is that they had to be leave so abruptly. He says that the believers in 
Thessalonica are his pride and joy and it was the greatest honor of his life to have been with 
them.  

At this point I am convinced they are some awesome people. But more than that, how much 
they must have loved Jesus.  
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Closing 
 I want to close by pausing on one key phase Paul uses during this letter in verse 8 of chapter 2.  

1 Thessalonians 2:8 New King James Version (NKJV) 

8 So, affectionately longing for you, we were well pleased to impart to you not only the gospel 
of God, but also our own lives, because you had become dear to us. 

Paul was pleased to have had the honor to share his life with these people. I can very much 
relate to the words Paul uses here. When I think back on my time spent with the amazing 
friends, I had in Young Life ministry, I feel honored.  

But even in this day. As I think about all the amazing people in this church, and the awesome 
leaders and volunteers that help run the ministries in this church that serve this community so 
well, I am pleased to say, “It is a pleasure to labor in Christ with you.” Or in other words, “It is a 
pleasure to do life with you!” 

I want to Echo Pauls words in his letters but address It to me fellow “Reynoldsburgians”.  

It is the most beautiful thing in the world to me when I see people serving in the church, 
laboring together and allowing the image of Christ to be seen by all the people. I have been so 
honored to serve in this church. Let continue to spur one another on! Thank you all for what you 
do here in the vineyard.  

The news of us is getting out, much like the word got out about the Thessalonians.   
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Additional Scripture 
Acts 17:1-7 The Message (MSG) 

Thessalonica 
17 1-3 They took the road south through Amphipolis and Apollonia to 
Thessalonica, where there was a community of Jews. Paul went to their 
meeting place, as he usually did when he came to a town, and for three 
Sabbaths running he preached to them from the Scriptures. He opened up 
the texts so they understood what they’d been reading all their lives: that 
the Messiah absolutely had to be put to death and raised from the dead—
there were no other options—and that “this Jesus I’m introducing you to is 
that Messiah.” 

4-5 Some of them were won over and joined ranks with Paul and Silas, among 
them a great many God-fearing Greeks and a considerable number of 
women from the aristocracy. But the hard-line Jews became furious over the 
conversions. Mad with jealousy, they rounded up a bunch of brawlers off the 
streets and soon had an ugly mob terrorizing the city as they hunted down 
Paul and Silas. 

5-7 They broke into Jason’s house, thinking that Paul and Silas were there. 
When they couldn’t find them, they collared Jason and his friends instead 
and dragged them before the city fathers, yelling hysterically, “These people 
are out to destroy the world, and now they’ve shown up on our doorstep, 
attacking everything we hold dear! And Jason is hiding them, these traitors 
and turncoats who say Jesus is king and Caesar is nothing!” 
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