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Doing Life Together pt.4 (Accepting People for Who They Are) 
 

Talk about Born Alive bill 
 
Promote Life Groups 
 
We’re in the midst of a series titled, “Doing life together.” 
 
We are doing this series because of the fact that we were created for relationship. 
 
A relationship with God and relationships with others… 
 
We started this series looking at the time Jesus was asked, “What is the greatest 
commandment?” 
 
His answer was, “To love God with all your being and to love your neighbor.” 
 
Love God, love others…This is the most important thing in life. 
 
Healthy relationships are built on love. 
 
Because a healthy relationship with others is the evidence of our relationship with God!  
 
Our relationship with God mirrors our relationships with people! 
 
When some of us hear stuff like this we may think, “How can I love someone who is 
difficult to love?” 
 
Let’s change that question to a statement and learn how to “Accept People for Who 
They Are.” 
 
Romans 15:7 (NLT) tells us, “Therefore accept each other just as Christ has 
accepted you so that God will be given glory.” 
 
Think about the time you invited Jesus into your life. Did He say, “Not yet, I cannot 
be a part of your life until you change a few things.” 
 
No, He didn’t! He accepted each one of us for who we are, and while the 
relationship with Him begins to grow we find out who we were created to be.  
 
This is so exciting to us because it’s a whole new life with joy and a fresh start!! 
 
That’s what this verse is saying… 
 
Do not wait until others become the person you think they should be…Accept them 
for who they are and love them unconditionally! 
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We are to look beyond the behavior of others and see them through the eyes of 
Jesus… 
 
In doing so, we bring glory to God. What the Bible means by bringing glory to God 
is that it shows we accept and love others with the same heart God accepts and 
loves all people with. 
 
This is what is called, “grace.” 
 
Bringing glory to God means we are representing Him well. 
 
Ephesians chp.2 tells us that it is by grace we are saved, there is nothing we can do 
to earn God’s favor…It is freely given. 
 
He extends His love to us unconditionally and gives us His all the moment we 
decide to become His follower. 
 
And in turn, God expects us to accept others in the same manner He accepted us. 
 
Ephesians chp. 4 tells us that we are to forgive others as Jesus forgives us. 
 
Eph. 4: 32 (NLT) – …Be kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, 
just as God through Christ has forgiven you. 
 
Once we begin to follow Him as our Savior, then we will begin to understand how to 
live a life according to His ways and we change our old habits and become a new 
person in Christ. 
 
When a non-believer sees a believer accepting people on the basis of grace they 
will know God is at work. 
 
How will they know? Because it generally isn’t within our human nature to extend 
grace toward a person who is difficult to be around. 
 
It is because of the love Jesus has for us that should keep us determined to love 
others unconditionally. 
 
If we really want to bring honor to God we need to accept others in the same way 
Jesus accepts us! 
 
There are a lot of hurting people in this world who feel unaccepted/disconnected, 
and if we are able to see past what we would consider hurtful or disrespectful 
actions, we will be extending the love of Christ to them… 
 
You see, when we accept someone who feels unaccepted we are saying they are of 
value, we are saying they matter as a person… 
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Love will break down the thickest of walls a person may have built around 
themselves. 
 
And by the way, I do not want to confuse extending grace and acceptance of others 
with condoning sinful behavior. 
 
There’s a story in the Gospel of John chp. 8 where the religious leaders challenged 
Jesus in this area to see what He would do… 
 
They were trying to trap Him with His answer! 
 
The religious leaders brought to Him a woman who was caught in the act of 
adultery and they were trying to get Him to choose between grace and truth. 
 
Straight truth meant He had to obey the law and she would be stoned to death. 
 
This would cause His message of love to be void and He would be labeled 
intolerant. 
 
Straight grace meant He would be violating the Jewish Mosiac Laws and would have 
to condone her sin.  
 
He then would be a lawbreaker who doesn’t call out people’s sins. 
 
(Which by the way, “Where is the man in all this???”) 
 
This is the same dilemma many of us find ourselves in when hanging out with 
others. 
 
If we don’t call out their sinful behavior it means we are condoning it, but if we do 
call it out we are labeled as a judgmental Christian. 
 
I try to follow Jesus’ example in everything I do and this is how I approach 
relationships as well… 
 
First of all, it all starts with acceptance, this is what tells the other person they are 
valued!  
 
We can love people and hang out with them all the while not agreeing with their life 
choices… 
 
I would rather be friends with someone with the hopes of listening to the Holy Spirit 
on when I should approach them about a certain behavior than point my finger at 
them and tell them their life’s choices are wrong! 
 
Jesus never condoned the woman’s sin!  
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The first thing He did was stand up for her in front of her accusers! Did she do 
something wrong? Yes! 
 
But, Jesus values her as a human being and asks, “Where are those who accuse 
you? Has no one condemned you?”  She says, “No.” 
 
I love His answer! Jesus says, “Neither do I condemn you; go and sin no more.” 
 
Jesus accepted her for who she was, flaws and all, and says (My paraphrase), “I 
value you, you are important to me, I love you, I forgive you, and listen, don’t do 
this again.” 
 
The most powerful statement Jesus made was treating this woman with respect! 
 
We can never be used by God to challenge someone to do better in life until we 
accept them for who they are, value them, love them, and respect them!! 
 
This is how truth and grace work together, and Jesus gives us the example of how 
that works. 
 
I think too many times we get this wrong because we feel compelled to let others 
know we do not accept their choices in life. 
 
This can be hard not to do, there’s a fine line with the right amount of grace mixed 
with truth and I believe it has to do with a sensitive heart to listening to the Holy 
Spirit. 
 
It all comes down to the fact that Jesus loves and accepts all people… 
 
And He gives us the example to follow. 
 
 
In closing: 
 
Healthy relationships are based on accepting people for who they are, not for who 
we think they should be. 
 
If God accepts us based on grace then we should extend that same grace to others. 
 
God loves us unconditionally even when we mess up! Which means we should 
forgive others in the same manner God forgives us. 
 
By showing that we respect and value all people we are displaying the heart of 
God…The unconditional love that is meant for all mankind! 
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