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Coincidence or Divine Providence pt.3 (The Night King Xerxes Couldn’t Sleep) 
 
In the continuation of our series “Coincidence or Divine Providence” today we are going to look 
at a story from the book of Esther… 
 
And this particular story is surrounded around a night the king could not sleep! 
 
Let’s take a look at this and see if it’s just a coincidence or if God’s divine providence was really 
at work… 
 
Esther is a young Jewish lady living in Persia at the time. Babylon had taken Israel captive many 
years prior to this story, and some Jews had been working their way back to Jerusalem to 
restore the nation once again. 
 
King Ahasuerus is currently the king of Persia and his wife, Queen Vashti refuses to obey the 
king in a matter so he has her banished… 
 
King Ahasuerus is so mad at the Queen that he issues a decree to have all the young beautiful 
women brought to him so he find a new wife…Out of all the ladies he picks Esther! 
 
Esther just so happens to have a cousin by the name of Mordecai who was a government 
official… 
 
Mordecai just so happens to hear two of the kings eunuchs talking about assassinating him. So, 
Mordecai gets the word to Esther who then tells the king that Mordecai has overheard of a plot 
to kill him. 
 
The plot was confirmed and both men were put to death. 
 
Now, there’s one more character coming into our story and that is a man by the name of Haman. 
 
Haman is the king’s second in command, and Haman is so full of himself that he has everyone 
bow to pay homage to him when he came by. 
 
Mordecai, being Jewish, would not bow to Haman and this made Haman furious…So furious that 
Haman decided to get an edict from the king to destroy all the Jewish people… 
 
Not just Mordecai…All the Jews! 
 
So, Mordecai contacts Esther and says, she has to speak with the king concerning this matter. 
 
Esther can’t just go talk to the king, it doesn’t work like that, so she has all the Jewish people 
fast for three days in preparation for her meeting with the king. 
 
As a matter of fact, it is said that at the foot of the king’s throne was a man with an axe, who was 
ready to chop of the head of anyone who approached the king out of disrespect! 
 
Esther had to be very careful here! 
 
So, here’s how Esther’s meeting with the kings went… 
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READ Esther 5:1-7 (NLT) 
 
The rest of the chapter talks about how happy Haman was to be invited to the banquet with the 
king and queen…He was so excited that it was just him that go invited! 
 
Little did he know what the banquet was all about. 
 
Also, right after his invite, Haman saw Mordecai at the king’s gate and he was furious Mordecai 
did not bow down to him…So furious that he had a gallows pole built to hang Mordecai on! 
 
He plans on killing Mordecai the next day…This Haman guy is ruthless!! 
 
That night, before the queen’s banquet the king could not sleep. 
 
READ Esther chp. 6 (NLT) 
 
Poor Haman…He’s so full of himself that he thinks the king wants to honor him. 
 
The next chapter tells of the banquet and Esther reveals Haman’s edict to destroy her people. 
 
The king becomes so enraged by finding this out that he has Haman killed and reversed the 
edict. 
 
As a matter of fact, Haman is impaled on the very pole he had built for Mordecai!! 
 
By the end of the book of Esther we see that Mordecai has now become second in command to 
king Ahasuerus. 
 
This is a crazy story of God’s divine providence…Only God could orchestrate this sequence of 
events in order to save His people…The Israelites! 
 
All from one sleepless night!  

I want to read a quote from Thomas Watson about God’s providence…  

He was a Puritan pastor from the 1600’s and he wrote this about God’s providence: "There is no 
such thing as blind fate, but there is a Providence that guides and governs the world. Providence 
is God’s ordering all issues and events of things, after the counsel of His will, to His own glory. 
The wheels of the clock seem to move contrary one to the other, but they help forward the hands 
of the clock.” 

When you look at the way all the gears work in a clock, it doesn’t seem possible that they work 
together for the hands of the clock to move forward in the timely manner that they do. 
 
But, isn’t that just like God? When life seems out of control, and everything seems to be working 
against itself… 
 
God is working in our favor to bring restoration and control out of an otherwise chaotic situation. 
 
This reminds me of a passage in Psalm 121… 
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Psalm 121: 2-4 
 My help comes from the Lord 
 Who made heaven and earth 
 He will not allow your foot to be moved 
 He who keeps you shall not slumber 
 Behold, He who keeps Israel 
 Shall neither slumber nor sleep 
 
 
Even when we have trouble sleeping, God is awake and He is with us. 
 
When we finally drift off to sleep, God doesn’t…He continues working! 
 
Jesus said in John 5, “My Father is always working, and so am I.” 
 
This should give us comfort in knowing that God is always at work, constantly arranging and re-
arranging things so we have a good outcome. 
 
God’s divine providence is timed to perfection! 
 
Far too often we get discouraged because things do not happen when we think they should. 
 
We will never be able to accomplish God’s plan in our own strength… 
 
God knows what to do…He knows how to do it…And He knows when to do it! 
 
Think of Mordecai…Of all the nights the king couldn’t sleep, and he is read of the time Mordecai 
saved his life… 
 
The timing of this was perfect! 
 
When it comes to God’s timing, I wonder if for a some of us it’s a trust issue… 
 
We have to learn to trust God with our tomorrow’s. 
 
 
 
Let’s close with this: 
 
Galatians 6:9 (NLT) tells us to, “Not to get tired of doing what is good. At just the right time we 
will reap a harvest of blessing if we don’t give up.” 
 
I believe for many here today the Holy Spirit does not want you to lose heart, but to keep doing 
good, and in due time…At just the right time… 
 
God will bring you through this season with an outcome that is in your favor! 
 
Because, God is always working… 
 
 
Let’s pray! 
 


