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INTRO 

We have been looking at the divine influence of God in our lives over the past few weeks. Catie started                    
this topic off by talking about Ruth and Boaz falling in love. My dad talked about Philip and the                   
Ethiopian. Chip talked last week about the story or Mordecai. Today we are going to be looking at the                   
life of Gideon in the book of Judges. In all of these stories we can clearly see God's intervention and                    
guidance. It is quite easy to see the miraculous timing of God as we read the bible. In fact the whole                     
bible is one devinly timed story from beginning to end, thousands of years of human history that leads                  
to the climax of Jesus Christ.  

This topic has caused me to look back on my life and see the hand of God gently guiding my life. I enjoy                       
thinking back to my time in college and recalling how never ending it appeared. When I started as a                   
freshman at Columbus state there was no foreseeable end to my college education. It wasn’t until about                 
three years later where I could even begin to plot out how I would even attempt to graduate.                  
Graduation seemed like a distant impossible task. I can clearly remember thinking I would not make it                 
through college. The road was long, there was little to no light at the end of the tunnel. But as I stand                      
here today and look back I can proudly say I did make it. I graduated three years ago.  

As I look back on my experience in school, I can see how God got me through it. At the time I was so                        
caught up in the day to day I could hardly see the big picture. Little by little God was getting me through.                      
Each year, each semester, each class, each week, God would help me get done what I needed to get                   
done.  

All I could think of was the week ahead of me filled with tests, homework, projects, and all the other                    
time obligations I had. Things somehow managed to work together and I somehow managed to get all                 
my work done. Six years of school I finally graduated. I wanted to give up so many days. I wanted to                     
walk away from school into the greener pastures of easy life I dreamed up in my weary delusionment.                  
There were many things that got me through those days.  

When I would fail a midterm and feel like the dumbest in my class, I was grateful to have friends beside                     
me who understood how I was feeling. I can’t describe how thankful I am to have had those friends in                    
my classes. I really could not have made it through without people by my side, willing to help when I                    
needed it.  

I could easily reminisce about my time in college for awhile, but the reason I bring it up today is because                     
it is one of the best examples in my life as of yet of how God got me through a great challenge.                      
Sometimes I wonder why I started studying Mechanical Engineering in the first place. I joke that really it                  
just sounded cool to me. I thought I was going to be like Ironman, building cool gadgets and saving the                    
world, still a possibility. 

But really it was the guidance of God in my life. Step by step He walked me into the purpose He had in                       
store. I can say that if God told me all his plans for me when I was only 18, and the uncountable amount                       
of work I had in store, the classes, tests, projects. sleepless nights, early mornings, traffic jams. I would                  
be terrified to even begin. I probably would have just said no thanks.  
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BODY 

Through this experience I can relate a lot to the bible character Gideon in this way. God told Gideon                   
while he was cowering in a cave that He was going to use him to liberate Israel from the oppressive rule                     
of the midianites who numbers 132k. Better yet God was going to do it with only 300 Israelites. Gideon                   
thought God was crazy.  

As I prepared for this message I struggled quite a bit relating to the story of Gideon. It took me a long                      
time to feel like I could understand why the story of Gideon is even in the bible. What can I learn from                      
this man’s life, how does it glorify God?  

The story of Gideon is found in the book of Judges Chapter 6 – 8.  

Prior to planning for this message I did not know much about the life of Gideon. I can tell you now that it                       
is not my favorite stories in the bible. I find myself being frustrated and disappointed with Gideon.                 
Regardless of how I feel about Gideon's life, it is the truth about what happened and if we are willing we                     
can learn a great deal about God and ourselves by reading it.  

Obviously we don’t have enough time to dissect every little detail about this story but I have chosen a                   
few key points for us to look at.  

God speaks purpose over Gideon's life.  - Judges 6:11. 

11 Now the Angel of the LORD came and sat under the terebinth tree which was in Ophrah, which belonged to                    
Joash the Abiezrite, while his son Gideon threshed wheat in the winepress, in order to hide it from the Midianites.                    
12 And the Angel of the LORD  appeared to him, and said to him, “The LORD is with you, you mighty man of valor!” 
13 Gideon said to Him, “O [c]my lord, if the LORD is with us, why then has all this happened to us? And where are                        
all His miracles which our fathers told us about, saying, ‘Did not the LORD bring us up from Egypt?’ But now the                      
LORD has forsaken us and delivered us into the hands of the Midianites.” 
14 Then the LORD turned to him and said, “Go in this might of yours, and you shall save Israel from the hand of                       
the Midianites. Have I not sent you?” 
15 So he said to Him, “O [ d ] my Lord, how can I save Israel? Indeed my clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am                        
the least in my father’s house.” 
16 And the LORD  said to him, “Surely I will be with you, and you shall [e]defeat the Midianites as one man.” 
17 Then he said to Him, “If now I have found favor in Your sight, then show me a sign that it is You who talk with                          
me. 18 Do not depart from here, I pray, until I come to You and bring out my offering and set it before You.” 
And He said, “I will wait until you come back.” 
 
A little background to this passage. The year was around 1200 BC. Israel had been free living in the                   
promised land free from egypt rule for over 200 years at this point. Same time period as the story of                    
Boaz and Ruth.  

The Midianites were a wandering band of nomads who, with help from the Amalekites and others,                
would make regular incursions into Israel to plunder and destroy their crops and animals (verses 3 to 5). 

The people were so oppressed that they hid in fortified areas, caves and mountainous dens in order to                  
protect themselves and some of their belongings (Judges 6:2). The need for a man like Gideon grew                 
when their sufferings were so great that they "cried to the LORD" (verse 6, HBFV throughout). 
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Their cry is heard and God sends a prophet to inform them why they were being oppressed (Judges 6:8 -                    
10). He then sends an angel of the Lord to a man named Gideon who, at the time of the visit, was                      
threshing wheat near a winepress in order to avoid detection (verse 11). 

I want to point out here that it is no coincidence that God chose this time to speak to Gideon about his                      
destiny. Gideon is hiding away in the wine press threshing the wheat so it wouldn’t be stolen by the                   
Midianites. We can easily see this is not a high point in Gideon’s life. Gideon is living in fear of the                     
bandits who come to steal from him and his people.He is afraid and hopeless. 

I image this messenger of God leaning on a tree in the shade and he says to Gideon as he passes “The                      
Lord is with you, you mighty man of valor!” I can see Gideon’s thoughts sarcastically responding to the                  
stranger. “Really buddy?” It is almost as if this messenger is making fun of Gideon.. You say the lord is                    
with me as I cower in secret to try and keep my crops from being stolen. You say I am a man of valor? I                         
am of the weakest clan in Manasseh, the least in my father’s house, how am I going to deliver all of                     
Israel from the Midianites?  

I can feel Gideon’s frustration here. Is God trying to make a joke? Classic God story, always doing the                   
unexpected with the least predictable character. This story has God's prints all over it.  

At this point it is good to stop and think about God's unusual ways of doing things in the Bible. We can                      
see his strange ways everywhere. God loves to do things in a way that seems foolish to men, but                   
displays his glory more clearly. Build an ark in the desert. Escape through, not around, the Red Sea.                  
Speak to a rock when you need water. March around a walled city and blow trumpets when you want to                    
defeat a city. Send a boy with a slingshot when there is a giant in the land. Pour water on the wood at                       
Mount Carmel before you ask for fire to fall from heaven. Tell twelve men to feed five thousand with                   
five loaves and two fish. 

The more you study the bible the more familiar you become with the unusual ways of God.  

I think there is a lot we can learn from even just this part of Gideon’s story. God was not looking for a                       
mighty warrior to deliver the Israelites. He wasn’t even looking for someone who knew how to fight. He                  
was looking for someone who would be dependent on Him for wisdom. God was looking for someone                 
who knew themselves enough to know that if they were successful it was most certainly not by their                  
own strength.  

Gideon’s understanding of who the credit belongs to. -  vs. 36  

36 So Gideon said to God, “If You will save Israel by my hand as You have said— 

Here Gideon Recognizes that if Israel is saved it will most assuredly be because of God and no one else.                    
It would be blasphemous for anyone to even take credit besides God.  

The unusual ways of God continue as he further emphasizes his power by instructing Gideon to reduce                 
the size of his army. They were to go into battle against some 132 thousand men with only 32 thousand.                    
That is roughly 4:1 odds. No looking good for the Israelites. Not to mention the fact that the Midianites                   
had iron chariots, the modern day equivalent to tanks. The Israelites didn't even have very many                
weapons or men who were trained in battle.  
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God tells Gideon to send all of the fearful men home. This option only left around 10 thousand men.                   
God says this is still to many. God tells Gideon to let the men get a drink from a river and to choose only                        
the men who drink from the river in a specific way and to send all others home. This left exactly 300                     
men. We now have a 440:1 odd match up.  

What is God doing? He seems to be making his plan harder and harder to accomplish. It is tempting at                    
this point to begin questioning God's plan and motive. I feel like the tension amongst Gideon and his                  
men’s was similar to the feelings I had during school when I had failed a test and couldn’t not see any                     
possible way of passing the class or graduating for that matter. Or even more so realized the financial                  
risk I  was taking each semester I continued.  

Nevertheless Gideon continued to follow God's plan, believing and trusting his promise over him to               
deliver Israel.  

God’s unusual ways bring him the most glory. vs. 16 - 22 

16 Then he divided the three hundred men into three companies, and he put a trumpet into every man’s hand,                   
with empty pitchers, and torches inside the pitchers. 17 And he said to them, “Look at me and do likewise; watch,                    
and when I come to the edge of the camp you shall do as I do: 18 When I blow the trumpet, I and all who are with                           
me, then you also blow the trumpets on every side of the whole camp, and say, ‘The sword of the Lord and of                       
Gideon!’ ” 

19 So Gideon and the hundred men who were with him came to the outpost of the camp at the beginning of the                      
middle watch, just as they had posted the watch; and they blew the trumpets and broke the pitchers that were                    
in their hands. 20 Then the three companies blew the trumpets and broke the pitchers—they held the torches in                  
their left hands and the trumpets in their right hands for blowing—and they cried, “The sword of the Lord and of                     
Gideon!” 21 And every man stood in his place all around the camp; and the whole army ran and cried out and                     
fled. 22 When the three hundred blew the trumpets, the Lord set every man’s sword against his companion                 
throughout the whole camp; and the army fled to [d]Beth Acacia, toward Zererah, as far as the border of Abel                    
Meholah, by Tabbath. 

Once again Gods promise comes to pass. He used Gideon to bring destruction to their enemies. I love                  
this because Gideon’s men didn’t even have to fight. They just scared the enemy by shouting the name                  
of the lord and the enemy destroyed themselves. We don’t even need to fight our enemy, we just                  
boldly proclaim our God and the thing we are fighting against self-destructs under the reality of who                 
God is.  

Ideas as to why God's plan wasn't as crazy as we think.  

The United States Army is one of the largest in the world with about 2 million soldiers in all the branches                     
combined. According to an article in Politico the total number of musicians in the US army is only around                   
6,500. This is a 300:1 ratio. So if Israel gave the appearance of 300 Tumpeters this could mean that there                    
army had the illusion of being 300 times large, say 90 thousand or so.  

Reference: https://www.politico.com/story/2016/05/pentagons-bands-battle-223435 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Judges+7&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-6717d
https://www.politico.com/story/2016/05/pentagons-bands-battle-223435
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CLOSING 

While preparing for this message I struggled a lot with the story of Gideon. Mainly because the story                  
does not stop here. It would be great if it did. “ Gideon defeats the enemy with Gods hand and everyone                     
lived happily ever after”. The fact is the story continues and it does not end well. As you continue to                    
read you begin to see how the Gideon we met in Chapter 6 is slowly fading away and a new different                     
Gideon starts to take form.  

When I look back on my time in school, it is easy for me to think I was silly for even thinking it was                        
difficult at all. In fact, I begin to convince myself it was easy. “Of course I graduated, I am smart. It wasn’t                      
a miracle, it was my hard word that got me through. It wasn’t the help of God that allowed me to                     
graduate, it was the late nights I spent studying and the hours I spent making my work perfect, right?”                   
Wrong. What a trick of the enemy.  

Gideon begins to take a lot of credit for the victory of Israel. He continues to slaughter and murder                   
beyond the instruction of God. In fact you don’t see any more consulting with the lord after the victory.                   
The people say Gideon you should be our king!  

Gideon says the right thing, but does the wrong thing. - vs.22-23 

22 Then the men of Israel said to Gideon, “Rule over us, both you and your son, and your grandson also;                    
for you have delivered us from the hand of Midian.” 

23 But Gideon said to them, “I will not rule over you, nor shall my son rule over you; the Lord shall rule                      
over you.”  

Great answer you might say, but it was full of pompous. Gideon says he does not want to be King but                     
then begins to act in the exact opposite way.He begins killing all other rulers,and wearing their crowns.                 
He even named his son Abimelech (8:31) which means “my father is king.” Whatever happened to                
Gideon saying “I will not rule over you;” whatever happened to him refusing to be king? 

When we look back on our lives, are we willing to see the hand of God in our lives? Or are we stealing                       
his credit and giving it to ourselves.  

It takes Faith to see God's involvement in our lives. To spot the divine ways of God and give him credit                     
where it is due. We can easily miss it. I pray we have eyes to see the wonders of God’s unusual ways in                       
our lives. When we recognize God’s workings all around us, we can begin to come into agreement with                  
what God is doing and work with him. Help him win the victory. 

Lets pray. 

I pray that my life will be an undeniable example of God goodness on earth. I pray that I am a faithful                      
servant like Gideon but that I would remain close to God even in the victories and remember his                  
faithfulness. I pray that I will constantly seek his wisdom and guidance in all things and point to him as                    
the source of all things. I love you God, thank you for always being faithful to your promises. Lastly God I                     
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pray that i have eyes to see the workings of your unusual ways in the world and that I can come into                      
agreement with what you are doing.  


