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The Importance of Children and Why We Do Dedications 
 

I thought we could take some time this morning to talk about why we do baby dedications, and in 
some cases not just babies, but young children as well.  
 
We’ll see here in a bit that people brought their children to Jesus so He would bless them… 
 
From reading the Gospels it appears that Jesus sees children as the most important of His 
creation on this earth. Not to say adults aren’t important… 
 
But, let’s face it, there is an innocence about children that we lose once we get older and the 
experiences of life shape who we are. 
 
We become who we are when we get older because of how life’s experiences have shaped us. 
 
But, as children we have an innocent trust in what we are being told and what we believe in. 
 
That innocent trust is something Jesus spoke very highly of…It’s special! 
 
READ Mark 10:13-16 (NLT) 
 
Isn’t it interesting how the disciples thought the children weren’t that important? 
 
They scolded the parents for bringing the kids to Jesus! 
 
The Bible says Jesus was angry with His disciples. That’s a pretty strong word there. He didn’t 
just say, “Hey guys, it’s ok, let the little ones come to Me.” 
 
He openly rebukes His disciples so all people, parents especially, could see and learn how 
important children are…Jesus used it as a teaching moment! 

 
This same story is found in two other Gospels, Matthew and Luke, and none of them say, “They 
brought the sick children to Him, they brought the hurting children to Him.” 
 
It just says children…They brought their children to Jesus so that He might touch them, a 
blessing is what they were after… 
 
As a matter of fact, Luke specifically says infants! 
 
In the days of Jesus the Jewish custom was to bring the firstborn son to the temple and have 
him dedicated to God…Mary and Joseph did this with Jesus. 
 
In the passages we’re looking at, these aren’t just Jewish people bringing their children to 
Jesus…this was everyone! 
 
I think this is where our tradition of dedicating children comes from. 
 
Baby/child dedications do not mean the child automatically get into to heaven, but it means the 
parents are saying, “God, we understand this child is a gift from You and so we want to dedicate 
this child to You so You can help us raise him/her to the best of our ability according to Your 
word.” 
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Jesus blessed all the children that were brought to Him and says, “The Kingdom of God belongs 
to those who are like these children.” 
 
This was His teaching moment on experiencing the Kingdom of God… 
 
Children are innocent and they believe and trust in the things that are told to them. 
 
We have to have this same kind of innocent, childlike trust in Jesus that what He says is the 
truth… 
 
No matter how much life’s experiences have hindered our trust in others 
 
But there’s one more verse I want to tie into this passage on the importance of children and the 
Kingdom of God… 
 
This is found in Matthew 18 and Jesus starts it out by saying, “…Unless you turn from your sins 
and become like little children, you will never enter the Kingdom of Heaven…” 
 
Jesus starts out this teaching about the importance of children, their innocence, and keeping 
them safe, then He talks about temptations and how to deal with that… 
 
 But, He ends His teaching with this… 
 
READ Matthew 18:10 (NLT) 
 
I’m going to take this as a stern warning to how we are to treat children… 
 
Jesus said the angels of children are always in the presence of God 
 
They should not be looked down upon, belittled, abused, thrown away, etc. 
 
If you are a young person and you’ve been mistreated in life, this passage tells us that you are 
not alone and you are highly looked after by your Creator, your Father in heaven! 
 
Because of their innocence children should be regarded as the most cared for… 
 
It is this same innocent outlook and trust that gets us to heaven! 
 
Yes, baby dedications, young children getting dedicated to the Lord is an important tradition… 
 
It is also a reminder to us that children are most blessed when they are in the care of Jesus. 
 
 
 
 
In Closing: 
 
As parents we all want the very best for our children…We have hopes for them to be well taken 
care of and to succeed in life… 
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What is the best we can offer our children? How can they be well taken care of and succeed in 
life? 
 
Mark 10:16 – Then He took the children in His arms and placed His hands on their heads and 
blessed them. 
 
This is it right here! The very best our children can receive is a touch from God! 
 
The very best a parent can do for their child is to help bring them to Jesus! 
 
And this what gives us the hope that our children are safe and protected! 
 


