
1 
 

Hello World (Dignity Restored) pt.2 

 

Last week we started a two-part series titled, “Hello World.” 

It’s about Jesus’ mission when He walked the earth. We asked the question, Why 
would Jesus come down from heaven in the form of a human to spend time with 
us? 

The answer to that question is; Jesus came to communicate and demonstrate to 
the world who God was, what He was really like, and how much love He has for 
mankind… 

In a conversation He was having with the disciples (John 14) He comes right out 
and says, “If you have seen Me you have seen the Father.” 

He’s telling them that He is God!! 

Today, we’re going to look at a story that shows how Jesus, as part of His mission, 
came to restore dignity to mankind… 

In a lot of Jesus’ teachings He taught on the value of people by speaking of the 
dignity people deserved. 

For instance, Jesus told a story titled, “The Prodigal Son/The Lost Son.” (Give short 
explanation of story) 

It wasn’t just in His teachings either…Jesus restored the dignity of people through 
His interactions with them. 

Such as the woman at the well. (Give short explanation of story). 

Jesus went beyond what others would do…He would literally touch sick people…Talk 
to mentally ill people…On the Cross He talked to a thief!! 

This wasn’t part of society’s custom at the time, because the people who were 
deemed outcasts were the very ones Jesus paid special attention to. 

Jesus knew the value His Father placed on people and He saw beyond what most 
see on the surface. 

We’re going to read a story where Jesus saw the value in someone when others 
didn’t… 

READ Luke 7:36-39  
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I picture this scene looking like this: Everyone knew the religious leader invited 
Jesus over for dinner so they are all hanging outside the house to hear what’s being 
discussed. 

So, Jesus and this religious leader, Simon, are hanging out, eating dinner and along 
comes this woman who must’ve been a known sinner (Prostitute).  

This lady, whose name we don’t even know, felt the need to anoint Jesus’ feet with 
very expensive fragrant oil while He’s meeting with Simon. 

Not just this, but she’s washes His dirty feet with her tears… 

Why is she doing this, I think it’s because she knows Jesus can offer the 
forgiveness she needs!! 

Simon isn’t even going to give Jesus “prophet” status…You know, because a 
prophet would at least know who this lady was…Since she is touching him!!   

Simon, the Pharisee, looked down on this lady as having no value in life!! 

But, Jesus, in His love for the hurting and broken felt the need to let her know how 
much she’s loved and forgiven by telling a story to Simon. 

He restores her dignity in front of the person who looked down on her! 

READ Luke 7:40-50 

Jesus tells Simon the one who is forgiven much loves much! 

But then, Jesus calls Simon out on some social customs he neglected to do to when 
He entered Simon’s home… 

He gave Jesus absolutely no respect, or no honoring greeting when welcoming 
Jesus into his home.  

Could you imagine being invited to someone’s house and everyone receives a 
formal greeting but you??? I love how Jesus calls Simon out on this!! 

So, Jesus just goes all the way with it and forgives the lady, probably a known 
prostitute, of her sins… 

When He forgave people it always made the Pharisees mad because only God could 
forgive sins… 

Exactly Jesus’ point! 

Everywhere Jesus went He restored the dignity of the individual to the point that it 
was offensive to those who had a biased outlook on others. 
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I wonder how that lady felt when Jesus said, “Your faith has saved you. Go in 
peace.” 

Colossians 1:13,14 (NLT) – For He has rescued us from the kingdom of darkness 
and transferred us into the Kingdom of His dear Son, who purchased our freedom 
and forgave our sins. 

Jesus purchased our freedom by dying on the Cross for us…His shed blood is the 
reason He can forgive us of our sins…He is the only One who can do this! 

And He did this for everyone who puts their faith in Him…Their trust in Him. 

When Jesus walked the earth He did not see the social status of people…He only 
saw people…People who needed a Savior… 

People who needed their dignity restored. 

I believe this is why He had such a low tolerance for self-righteousness!!  

This seemed to be the thing that upset Him the most. 

Because all of us are made in the very image of God, and when we look down on 
others we are looking down on someone God created!! 

Everybody is someone who God loves, and everybody is somebody who Jesus died 
for! 

 

In Closing: 

I’m sure there are many here who know what it means to be forgiven much! 

We can all play a part in helping restore the dignity of others. 

Or, maybe it is your dignity that needs to be restored… 

Jesus saw beyond the exterior of people and looked into their hearts…He looked at 
the person they were created to be NOT the person they currently were. 

He still does this today! 

This is what helps us understand who we are in Jesus when we put our trust in Him 
and understand that it is Him who restores our lives and creates in us a new heart! 

 

 


